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in loss to the contractors or the city all their profits for
many years.1

In a few cities of the United States the garbage is either
buried or used for filling low land, a method which, though
not necessarily offensive, is at best a makeshift. St.
Louis disposes of a considerable part of its household
wastes in this way, and so do various smaller munici-
palities. Dumping garbage into the river or sea is
the plan pursued by New Orleans, Oakland, and some
other cities conveniently located near the coast. If trans-
ported a sufficient distance from the shore it can be got rid
of in this way without risk of. any objectionable features.
It is not, like sewage, liable to pollute the shell-fish beds,
nor does it, like rubbish, float in large quantities back to
shore. Not one of these plans, however, offers an ideal and
final solution of the city's garbage problem.

A far more efficient system is incineration. Garbage
Garbage m- may be burned along with rubbish or it may be cremated
separately. In many European cities it is destroyed in the
incinerator with dry wastes, and in a few American cities
the same plan is in operation. There are various types of
garbage incinerators, designed not only to burn all solid
matter but to secure a complete and odorless combustion
of the gases as well. When garbage is put into the furnaces
along with dry wastes there is little or no possibility of
using the heat for commercial purposes with any profit;
for, since ordinary garbage contains a large percentage of
water, it uses up nearly all the combustion efficiency of the
dry rubbish in getting itself cbnsumed. In England, where
refuse destructors have been employed to develop steam
power, the experiments have on the whole been disap-
pointing; while in America, owing to the higher cost of
labor, even less satisfactory results would in all probability

1 The city of Worcester, Mass*, lost its entire herd of about two thou-
sand hogs by an epidemic of **foot-and-mouth disease" in the autumn ol
1914,